Fragment of a letter from Emily S. Harris to Leander Harris, undated by Harris, Emily S., c.1835-1866

Transcription:
[fragment letter, from Emily to Leander, f.29]
and there is but one younger than
Josie in her class. Annie has been 
at the head most in her class and 
she is the youngest in her class.
But Annie is the greatest on speaking
peices. The length of the piece or the hard 
words never discourage her, and she never 
carries her paper or book to be prompted but 
learnes it perfectly. They are both very good
in geography. I don’t think Annie has 
ever had but one imperfect lesson since 
she began to study it over a y during almost
three terms. Jo hasn’t had any, but then she 
has not studied it but a short time. But in 
arithmetic I think Josie is the best
There I feel like laughing at myself to see
after reading this over, how I have run on 
but you don’t know darling how interested 
I am, this is what I live on when you are 
gone, you can’t imagine what a comfort it is 
to me to have them to care for, oh if it had 
not been for these precious darlings what a dreary

Transcription:
life mine would have been since you have 
been gone. This is my sphere, and I never 
could rise above this and that is why I could 
never make any show in the world
But I must close now for I have spent
a long time writing. I don’t expect to hear 
from you again for a long time
We are all as well as usual and getting along 
about the same. The season here is very early, the 
strawberries have been all gone for some time, 
and we have had eleven ripe blueberry pies
We had green peas last Sunday and yesterday
and we have beans too large to string. I was in 
hopes you would come home to have some of 
these good things but fear you will not.
I will write again. Soon
Yours Emmy 
